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ON  March  the  23rd  atTsix  in  the 
morning  Elder  Hugh  B.  Brown, 
of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 
Apostles,  and  his  lovely  wife  Zina 
arrived  at  Jan  Smuts  airport  in 
Johannesburg.  This  was  the5  begin- 
ning of  a  new  epic  in  the  history  of 
South  Africa. 

During  Elder  and  Sister  Brown's 
short  visit  of  one  month  they 
toured  the  complete  mission,  giving 
their  inspiring  and  loving  counsel  to 
all  the  Saints  and  granting  them  a 
wonderful  spiritual  blessing. 

Before  the  Brown's  arrival  in 
South  Africa  they  had  a  very  event- 
ful tour  of  Europe  where  Elder 
Brown  assisted  President  McKay  in 
the  dedication  of  the  Hyde  Park 
Chapel,  and  was  instrumental  in 
organizing  the  first  European  stake 
to  be  formed  on  the  continent.  His 
work  of  dedicating  was  not  only 
confined  to  Europe,  for  while  here 
in  South  Africa  he  dedicated  the 
Bloemfontein  Chapel,  pronounced  a 
blessing  upon  the  new  mission  home 
in  Johannesburg,  and  gave  his 
approval  for  the  building  of  eight 
new  chapels  and  the  purchase  of 
four  new  chapel  sites. 

During  their  visit  Elder  Brown 
also  presided  over  the  Mission 
Youth  Convention  on  the  1st  of 
April  and  also  the  Transvaal  District 
Conference  which  was  held  on  the 
15th  and  16th.  It  was  inspiring  for 
everyone  present  to  see  and  hear  the 
marvellous  words  which  he  spoke. 
One  could  not  doubt  that  he  fulfilled 
those  words  of  Alma  of  old  when  he 
said:  "O  that  I  were  an  angel,  and 
could  have  the  wish  of  mine  heart, 
that  I  might  go  forth  and  speak  with 
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the  trump  of  God,  with  a  voice  to 
shake  the  earth,  and  cry  repentance 
unto  every  people!"  If  ever  anyone 
had  come  more  closer  to  this  it 
was  Elder  Brown. 

When  such  a  spiritual  giant  as 
Elder  Brown  is  among  people  there 
cannot  help  being  some  after  affects 
and  this  visit  was  no  exception. 
Elder  Brown  and  his  lovely  wife 
Zina  have  captured  the  hearts  of  all 
the  Saints  in  South  Africa.  They 
will  long  be  remembered  as  one  of 
the  greatest  highlights  of  the  growth 
of  the  Church  in  this  distant  land. 

Not  only  was  the  love  of  the 
Saints  drawn  toward  them  but  they 
also  developed  a  love  for  this  land 
and  the  Saints.  It  was  with  tears  in 
their  eyes  that  they  left' for  home. 
Maybe  never  to  return  again,  but  if 
so  there  will  always  be  cherished 
memories  of  the  land  that  so  com- 
pletely gave  of  their  hearts  to  them. 
As  they  were  about  to  depart  from 
the  airport  there  were  many  tearful 
Saints  gathered  to  wish  them,  God- 
speed and  blessings. 

The  Saviour  said  that  no  greater 
love  hath  a  man  than  to  lay  down 
his  life  for  his  fellow  man,  and  we 
can  draw  a  parallel  to  this;  no 
greater  love  hath  a  man  and  woman 
than  to  give  of  their  lives  in  serving 
the  Lord  by  visiting  His  children  in 
what  ever  part  of  he  world  they 
might   be  gathered. 

This  is  the  type  of  man  that  our 
beloved  Elder  Brown  is  and  beside 
him  is  one  of  God's  lovliest  and 
choicest  creations,  his  wife.  Sister 
Brown. 

K.C.R. 
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A  Message  to 
the  Saints  of  the 
South  African 
Mission 

from 

Elder  Hugh  B.  Brown 


OUR  tour  of  this  mission  of  the  Church  has  been  both  joyful  and 
rewarding. 

The  rugged  beauty  of  your  vast  country  which  is  so  richly  blessed 
and  adorned  by  its  Creator  has  made  a  deep  and  lasting  impression 
upon  our  minds  and  spirits.  We  shall  always  associate  the  natural 
beauty  of  South  Africa  with  the  best  we've  known  in  any  of  the  lands 
we  have  been  privileged  to  visit. 

But  we  shall  remember  best  the  wonderful  people  we  have  met. 
Your  gracious  hospitality  and  tender  solicitude  will  never  be  forgotten. 
Your  sturdy  and  rugged  personalities,  your  love  for.  and  outstanding 
ability  in  the  fine  arts,  your  musical  talents  so  generously  employed! 
your  love  of  beauty  and  your  delicate  asthetic  tastes  coupled  with  your 
simple  faith  —  made  powerful  because  it  is  simple  —  and  your  devotion 
to  truth;  these  and  other  virtues  which  we  note  in  you.  have  renewed 
our  own  faith,  not  only  in  the  Gospel,  but  in  its  effectiveness  in  the 
lives  of  the  people  in  all  lands. 

And  now  as  we  prepare  to  leave  you  for  a  time  and  as  we  carry 
away  so  many  sweet  memories  we  wish  we  could  leave  some  worthwhile 
thoughts  to  remind  you  of  our  visit  and  encourage  you  to  endure  to 
the  end. 

While  our  own  assignment  is  chiefly  in  the  centre  stakes  of  Zion — 
you  were  called  —  and  it  is  not  a  lesser  assignment  —  to  man  the 
outposts  of  the  Church,  to  hold  the  fort,  advance  into  new  territory  and 
make  converts  for  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

Each  one  of  you  is  a  missionary  and  the  field  in  which  you  labour 
is  ready  for  harvest.  The  Lord  said  to  the  prophet  Joseph  Smith,  to 
his  associates  and  successors,  and  says  to  you  in  the  South  African 
Mission  "Now  behold  a  marvelous  work  is  about  to  come  forth  among 
the  children  of  men.  Therefore.  O  ye  that  embark  in  the  service  of 
God.  see  that  ye  serve  him  with  all  your  heart,  might,  mind  and 
strength,  that  ye  may  stand  blameless  before  God  at  the  last  day. 
Therefore,  if  ye  have  desires  to  serve  God  ye  are  called  to  the  work: 
For  behold  the  field  is  white  already  to  harvest:  and  lo,  he  that 
thrusteth  in  his  sickle  with  his  might,  the  same  layeth  up  in  store  that 
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he  perisheth  not,  but  bringeth  salvation  to  his  soul;  And  faith,  hope, 
charity  and  love,  with  an  eye  single  to  the  glory  of  God,  qualify  him 
for  the  work.  Remember,  faith,  virtue,  knowledge,  temperance,  patience, 
brotherly  kindness,  godliness,  charity,  humility,  diligence.  Ask,  and  ye 
shall  receive;  knock,  and  it  shall  be  opened  unto  you.  Amen.  (Doctrine 
and  Covenants  Section  4.) 

As  we  visit  the  various  missions  in  many  of  the  countries  of  the 
world  we  are  aware  of  the  chaotic  world  conditions  which  create  fear, 
apprehension  and  confusion.  The  world  is  divided  and  imperilled,  and 
wherever  the  traveller  may  go  he  sees  signs  of  the  time  referred  to  in 
ancient  prophecy  which  indicate  the  final  stages  of  preparation  for 
the  second  coming  of  the  Saviour. 

Our  concern  is  not  whether  the  victory  shall  be  with  Christ  or 
Anti-Christ,  the  outcome  is  certain  —  but  our  concern  is  for  ourselves, 
our  loved  ones,  our  friends  and  neighbours,  our  brothers  and  sisters, 
that  they  shall  individually  be  victorious  in  this  conflict  between  truth 
and  error.  The  Saviour  said  the  Gospel  must  be  preached  to  all  the 
world  before  the  end  shall  come  and  you  and  we  are  called  upon  to 
assist  in  spreading  that  message. 

We  are  not  only  certain  that  victory  will  rest  with  the  Saviour 
and  that  there  will  be  an  ultimate  triumphant  of  truth,  but  we  are 
certain  that  Satan  must  and  will  be  bound,  as  John  on  the  Isle  of 
Patmos  predicted:  "And  I  saw  another  Angel  come  down  from  heaven, 
having  the  key  of  the  bottomless  pit  and  a  great  chain  in  his  hand. 
And  he  laid  hold  on  the  dragon,  that  old  serpent,  which  is  the  Devil, 
and  Satan,  and  bound  him  a  thousand  years,  And  cast  him  into  the 
bottomless  pit,  and  shut  him  up,  and  set  a  seal  upon  him,  that  he 
should  deceive  the  nations  no  more,  till  the  thousand  years  should  be 
fulfilled;  after  that  he  must  be  loosed  a  little  season.  And  I  saw  thrones, 
and  they  sat  upon  them,  and  judgment  was  given  unto  them:  and  I 
saw  the  souls  of  them  that  were  beheaded  for  the  witness  of  Jesus, 
and  for  the  word  of  God,  and  which  had  not  worshipped  the  beast, 
neither  his  image,  neither  had  received  his  mark  upon  their  foreheads 
or  in  their  hands;  and  they  lived  and  reigned  with  Christ  a  thousand 
years.  (Revelations  Chapter  20  Verses  1-4.) 

Each  of  us  can  assist  in  the  task  of  binding  Satan.  Each  time  we 
overcome  a  bad  habit  and  strengthen  ourselves  in  the  faith,  carry  the 
message  of  the  Gospel  to  others  and  increase  our  own  knowledge  of 
the  Gospel  we  thereby  help  to  bind  him. 

If  we  are  to  conquer  we  must  be  informed  and  well  grounded  in 
the  truth.  A  man  cannot  be  saved  in  ignorance.  The  Saviour's  injunc- 
tion was  to  "Love  the  Lord  with  all  our  hearts  and  with  all  our  minds". 
This  calls  for  intellectual  effort,  constant  study  of  the  Gospel  and 
unflagging  determination  to  bring  our  lives  into  harmony  with  his  laws. 

The  scientists  of  our  own  time  have  helped  to  prove  the  scriptural 
doctrine  that  there  is  law  and  order  throughout  all  creation  and  perfect 
unity  in  all  reality.  While  much  of  religion  must  be  accepted  by  faith 
and  may  not  be  validated  by  reason,  still  no  faith  can  long  endure  or 
survive  if  it  is  found  to  be  contrary  to  reason. 

We  are  commanded  to  learn  and  to  teach  the  Gospel  of  the 
Kingdom.  The  Lord  said  in  the  88th  Section  of  the  ''Doctrine  and 
Covenants:  "Teach  ye  diligently  and  my  grace  shall  attend  you,  that 
you  may  be  instructed  more .  perfectly  in  theory,  in  .principle,  in 
doctrine,  in  the  law  of  the  Gospel,  in  ail  things  that  pertain  unto  the 
Kingdom  of  God,  that  are  expedient  for  you  to  understand;  Of  things 
both  in  heaven  and  in  earth,  and  under  the  earth,  things  which  have 
been,  which  are,  things  which  shortly  must  come  to  pass;  things  which 
are  at  home,  things  which  are  abroad,  the  wars  and  the  perplexities 
of  the  nations,  and  the  judgments  which  are  on  the  land;  and  a 
knowledge  also  of  countries  and  of  kingdoms.  That  ye  may  be  prepared 
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m  all  things  when  I  shall  send  you  again  to  magnify  the  calling 
whereunto  I  have  called  you,  and  the  mission  with  which  I  have 
commissioned  you.  Behold,  I  sent  you  out  to  testify  and  warn  the 
people  and  it  becometh  every  man  whc  hath  been  warned  to  warn 
his  neighbour." 

We  leave  you  then  with  a  charge  that  you  continue  to  renew  the 
oil  in  your  lamps,  that  you  may  not  be  among  the  foolish  virgins  when 
the  bridegroom  cometh;  that  you  continue  to  inform  yourselves  and 
to  teach  one  another,  that  you  live  together  in  harmony,  and  peace, 
that  you  do  not  engage  in  gossip  or  tittle  tattle  .  .  .  that  you  remember 
that  "Gossip  is  always  a  negative  which  is  developed  and  then 
enlarged."  We  admonish  you  as  the  Saviour  said  to  "Become  perfect, 
even  as  your  Father  in  Heaven  is  perfect"  —  or  in  short  to  prepare 
yourselves  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord.  Our  warning  is  that  He  will  come 
quickly,  that  the  end  is  nearer  than  most  men  think. 

May    God    bless    and    prosper    you    Saints    of    the    South    African 
Mission.    May    your    numbers    be    increased,    doubled    and    re-doubled, 
your  facilities  improved,  your  faith  strengthened  and  your  hearts  made 
glad.  And  now  adieu,  until  we  shall  meet  again. 
*  *  * 

And  behold  this  is  the  land  of  your  inheritance; 

and  the  Father  hath  given  it  unto  you. 

And  not  at  any  time  hath  the  Father  given  me 

commandment  that  I  should  tell  it  unto  your  bretheren 

at  Jerusalem. 

Neither  at  any  time  hath   the  Father  given  me  commandment 

that  I  should  tell  unto  them  concerning  the  other 

tribes  of  the  house  of  Israel,  whom  the  Father  hath 

led  away  out  of  the  land. 

This  much  did  the  Father  command  me,  that  I  should 

tell  unto  them. 

That  other  sheep  I  have  which  are  not  of  this  fold; 

them  also  I  must  bring,  and  they  shall  hear  my  voice;  and 

there  shall  be  one  fold,  and  one  shepherd. 

And  now,  because  of  stiffneckedness  and  unbelief  they 

understood  not  my  word,  therefore  I  was  commanded  to 

say  no  more  of  the  Father  concerning  this  thing  unto  them. 

But,  verily,  I  say   unto  you  that  the  Father  hath  commanded 

me,  and  I  tell  it  unto  you,  that  ye  were  separated  from 

among  them  because  of  their  iniquity;  therefore  it  is 

because  of  their  iniquity  that  they  know  not  of  you. 

And  verily,  1  say  unto  you  again  that  the  other  tribes 

hath  the  Father  separated  from  them;  and  it  is  because 

of  their  iniquity  that  they  know  not  of  them. 

And  verity  I  say  unto  you,  that  ye  are  they  of  whom  I 

said;  Other  sheep  I  have  which  are  not  ofthis  fold; 

them  also  must  I  bring,  and  they  shall  hear  my  voice; 

and  there  shall  be  one  fold,  and  one  shepherd. 

3rd  Nephi   18:13-21 
122  CUMORAHS  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER  May.  1961 


M.IA.   CONVENTION 

YOUTH  YOUR  HERITAGE 


Address  by  Elder  Hugh  B.  Brown 


T  SHOULD  like  to  congratulate  all  who  have  taken  part  this  afternoon. 
-■-  I  congratulate  you  who  have  received  merit  awards.  I'm  sure  you 
have  earned  them  and  I'm  sure  too  that  you  do  not  consider  this  as  an 
end  but  rather  a  beginning.  Every  goal  is  but  a  starting  point  for  greater 
effort  and  this  truth  is  eternal;  even  death  is  the  beginning  of  a  new  phase 
of  eternal  life. 

I'm  very  glad  to  find  the  kind  of  talent  there  is  in  this  mission  of  the 
church.  I  have  asked  the  President  to  have  some  pictures  taken  of  the 
groups  because  upon  my  return  I  should  like  to  see  some  of  them  pub- 
lished in  the  News  and  the  Era.  I'd  like  the  rest  of  the  people  of  the 
church,  one  and  one  half  million  of  them,  to  know  that  in  this  far  away 
mission  of  the  church  there  are  Latter-Day  Saints  as  fine  as  any  in  the 
world  .  .  .  and  I'm  speaking  from  my  heart.  I  shall  so  report  to  the 
Presidency  upon  my  return.  May  I  add  just  a  word  to  the  splendid  talk 
President  Alldredge  has  given  us  this  afternoon.  I  hope  the  young  people 
will  hearken  to  his  advice. 

Do  not  put  off  this  important  principle  of  the  Gospel.  I  do  not  mean 
that  people  should  marry  in  their  too  early  youth,  but  I  do  mean  that 
procrastination  in  this  matter  is  not  good,  nor  is  it  according  to  the 
teachings  of  the  Gospel. 

Love  is  eternal,  as  God  is  eternal,  for  God  is  love.  Furthermore,  no 
man,  and  no  woman,  can  ever  enter  the  highest  degree  of  the  Celestial 
Kingdom  alone.  We  may  only  enter  there  with  a  companion.  Do  not  post- 
pone this  matter  of  marriage  unduly.  While  you  should  be  discriminating 
and  prayerful  and  careful,  my  advice  is  that  when  you  have  reached  proper 
age  and  have  found  someone  who  will  make  a  good  companion,  have  the 
courage  and  faith  to  get  married  and  if  possible  get  married  in  the  Temple. 
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In  the  Temple  you  may  be  scaled  for  time  and  all  eternity.  I  pray  that 
Ciod  will  bless  you  that  you  may  meet  together  more  often  in  these 
mission-wide  assemblies  in  order  that  you  may  have  the  opportunity  of 
meeting  others  of  our  own  faith. 

Now  it  is  not  because  of  any  feeling  of  "holier  than  thou"  that  v\c 
advise  you  to  marry  in  the  church.  The  Catholics,  the  Presbyterians,  all 
the  Churches  advise  their  young  people  to  marry  within  their  own  church 
It  is  certainly  the  advice  given  in  the  Jewish  Communities.  It's  better  for 
people  to  marry  someone  with  whom  they  agree  religiously.  There  are 
enough  differences  between  young  people  when  they  marry  without  starting 
out  with  the  fundamental  difference  of  religion;  so  try  and  find  a  com- 
panion in  the  church  with  whom  you  can  be  happy. 

I  had  intended  this  afternoon  to  take  up  again  some  of  the  funda- 
mental differences  between  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day  Saints 
and  other  Churches.  However,  as  the  time  is  far  spent  I  think  I  shall  just 
have  a  "fire-side  chat"  with  you.  I  would  like  to  bring  to  you  a  message 
that  was  given  not  long  ago  by  a  great  statesman  about  conditions  in  the 
world.  "This  is  a  time  of  historic  decision.  The  world  is  divided  and 
imperilled  and  the  weapons  of  war  are  perfected  to  deadly  extremes; 
humanity  seeming  at  times  about  to  turn  and  prey  upon  itself.  And  we 
know  something  else.  We  know  how  and  why  this  world  is  divided  and 
imperilled.  It  is  divided  essentially  between  those  who  believe  in  the 
brotherhood  of  men  under  the  fatherhood  of  God  and  those  who  scorn 
this  as  a  pious  myth.  It  is  divided  between  those  who  believe  in  the  dignity 
of  man  and  those  who  believe  in  the  monstrous  supremacy  of  the  totala- 
tarian  state.  It  is  divided  between  those  whose  most  potent  force  is  their 
faith  in  individual  freedom  and  those  whose  faith  is  force  itself.  Our 
neighbourhood  is  the  world.  History  and  technology  are  the  hope  of  free- 
men everywhere  and  the  menace  to  freedom  everywhere.  All  things  have 
conspired  to  make  this  so;  the  speed  of  the  rocket,  the  force  of  the  atom 
bomb,  the  strength  of  our  country  and  the  strength  of  our  enemies,  these 
things  mean  that  every  state  and  every  community  in  every  state  and  every 
citizen  in  every  community  all  face  a  common  challenge  and  share  a  com- 
mon cause."  And  then  he  added:  "We  shall  never  surrender  to  the  beliefs 
that  man  is  a  souless  device  made  to  serve  a  machine  or  state." 

Man  is  free  and  destined  to  be  free;  he  is  a  Child  of  God  and  he 
may  be  what  he  wills  to  be.  We  are  the  masters  of  our  fate  to  a  very 
definite  degree  and  under  God  may  achieve  what  we  set  out  to  achieve, 
within  reason.  Someone  put  it  into  verse: 

You  may  be  what  you  will  to  be, 
Let  cowards  find  their  false  content 
In  that  poor  word  environment 
But  Spirit  scorns  it,  and  is  free. 
It  conquers  time,  it  masters  space. 
It  cows  that  boastful  trickster  chance 
And  bids  the  tyrant  circumstance 
Uncrown  and  fill  a  servants  place. 

Have  pride  in  yourselves  and  confidence  in  your  future.  I  wish  each 
young  person  would  go  home  from  this  conference  and  utter  the  prayer 
"Help  me  O  God  to  hold  a  high  opinion  of  myself".  Not  in  pride,  or 
conceit,  but  so  high  an  opinion  that  you  will  refuse  to  sell  out.  or  come 
down,  or  be  common  or  cheap  or  unclean.  Believe  in  yourselves  and  in 
your  destinies.  Your  spirits  were  launched  in  eternity  and  they  have  gone 
into  orbit  and  that  orbit  is  constantly  enlarging  and  God  has  given  you  a 
spark  of  His  eternal  spirit  to  keep  that  soul  in  orbit.  You  may  be  what 
you  will  to  be. 

Following  that  thought  I'd  like  to  say  ...  Be  Prepared.  Be  prepared 
for  that  future  which  awaits  you.  There  are  grave  times  ahead.  There  will 
be  difficulties,  there  will  be  sorrow  and  heartbreak,  defeat  and  disaster,  but 
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whatever  comes  will  be  temporary,  unless  it  gets  inside  the  heart.  A  ship 
will  never  sink  unless  water  gets  inside  the  ship  and  a  man  will  never  go 
down  unless  trouble  gets  inside  his  mind.  Keep  your  eye  on  your  goal 
and  carry  on.  Troubles,  difficulties,  are  things  we  see  when  we  take  our 
eye  off  our  goal.  So  let  us  set  high  goals  and  work  towards  them  with 
faith,  courage  and  fortitude,  believing  that  with  God's  help  nothing  can 
happen  to  us  which  can  adversely  affect  us  permanently  so  long  as  we  live 
the  laws  of  God  and  keep  ourselves  clean.  Again  I  say  ...  Be  Prepared. 

In  that  connection  may  I  bring  to  you  again,  or  at  least  make  reference 
to,  a  story  of  a  great  man,  a  story  with  which  you  are  all  familiar,  but  I 
will  tell  it  again  because  I  think  we  need  to  refer  occassionally  to  what 
great  men  have  done  and  what  made  them  great.  There  was  a  young  man 
out  herding  sheep  during  biblical  times,  and  while  he  was  herding  sheep 
he  was  practising.  I  doubt  if  he  knew  exactly  why  or  for  what  he  was 
preparing  himself.  He  was  practising  on  the  harp  part  of  the  time  and 
also  he  practised  with  a  sling  and  stones.  Undoubtedly  he  made  a  mark  on 
a  tree  and  while  watching  the  sheep  he  was  throwing  stones  at  the  mark 
hour  after  hour,  until  he  could  make  10  hits  out  of  10  tries.  Finally  he 
was  able  to  play  his  music  before  the  king,  and  I'll  tell  you  later  what  he 
did  with  the  sling  and  stones.  And  now  I  read  from  1  Samuel  16:  1  "And 
the  Lord  said  to  Samuel,  How  long  wilt  thou  mourn  for  Saul,  seeing  I  have 
rejected  him  from  reigning  over  Israel?  Fill  thine  horn  with  oil,  and  go. 
I  will  send  thee  to  Jesse  the  Bethlehemite :  for  I  have  provided  me  a  king 
among  his  sons."  Jesse  was  justly  proud  of  his  sons  and  called  the  oldest 
in  first.  He  was  a  fine  looking  man  and  Samuel  said  "Surely  the  Lord's 
anointed  is  before  him".  But  the  Lord  said  unto  Samuel,  "Look  not  on 
his  countenance,  or  on  the  height  of  his  stature;  because  I  have  refused 
him:  for  the  Lord  seeth  not  as  man  seeth;  for  man  looketh  on  the  out- 
ward appearance,  but  the  Lord  looketh  on  the  heart."  (Samuel  16:  7).  The 
other  seven  sons  came  in  one  after  another  and  Samuel  said  unto  Jesse, 
"Are  here  all  thy  children?"  And  he  said.  "There  remaineth  yet  the 
youngest,  and  behold,  he  keepeth  the  sheep."  And  Samuel  said  unto  Jesse, 
"Send  and  fetch  him :  for  we  will  not  sit  down  till  he  come  hither."  And 
he  sent  and  brought  him  in.  Now  he  was  ruddy,  and  withal  of  a  beautiful 
countenance,  and  goodly  to  look  to.  And  the  Lord  said,  "Arise,  anoint 
him :  for  this  is  he".  And  Samuel  took  the  horn  of  oil,  and  anointed 
him  in  the  midst  of  his  brethren :  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon 
David  from  that  day  forward.  So  Samuel  rose  up,  and  went  to  Ramah". 
(1  Samuel  16:   11-13.) 

The  first  lesson  in  the  life  of  David  then  is  BE  PREPARED,  study, 
practice,  make  yourself  ready  for  opportunity  when  it  comes;  and  the 
second  lesson  is  don't  judge  people  by  their  looks.  I've  said  before  in  this 
mission,  you  will  never  be  called  upon  to  repent  of  another  person's 
sins  .  .  .  just  your  own.  And  so  the  Lord  said  to  Samuel,  "God  looks  upon 
the  heart". 

Later  on  this  boy  David,  at  the  request  of  his  father,  went  out  where 
his  older  brothers  were  serving  in  the  army  of  the  Israelites  who  were 
fighting  the  Philistines.  In  those  days  they  fought  with  spears  and  swords. 
The  two  armies  were  camped  on  the  opposite  sides  of  a  valley  and  when 
David  came  with  food  for  his  older  brothers  a  big  giant  came  out  of  the 
army  of  the  Philistines.  In  the  Bible  it  says  he  stood  nearly  9ft.  tall.  This 
giant  defied  the  armies  of  Israel,  and  David  spake  to  the  men  that  stood 
by  him,  saying,  "What  shall  be  done  to  the  man  that  killeth  this  Philistine, 
and  taketh  away  the  reproach  from  Israel?  For  who  is  this  uncircumcised 
Philistine  that  he  should  defy  the  armies  of  the  living  God?"  And  when 
the  words  were  heard  which  David  spake,  they  rehearsed  them  before 
Ssml :  and  he  sent  for  him.  And  David  said  to  Saul,  'Let  no  man's  heart 
fail  because  of  him;  thy  servant  will  go  and  fight  this  Philistine.  And  Saul 
said  to  David,  "Thou  art  not  able  to  go  against  this  Philistine  to  fight 
with  him :  for  thou  art  but  a  youth,  and  he  a  man  of  war  from  his  youth." 
And  David  said  to  Saul,  "Thy  servant  kept  his  father's  sheep,  and  there 
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came  a  lion,  and  a  bear,  and  took  a  lamb  out  of  the  flock:  And  I  went 
out  after  him,  and  smote  him,  and  delivered  it  out  of  his  mouth:  and 
when  he  arose  against  me,  I  caught  him  by  his  beard,  and  smote  him, 
and  slew  him.  Thy  servant  slew  both  the  lion  and  the  bear:  and  this 
uncircumcised  Philistine  shall  be  as  one  of  them,  seeing  he  hath  defied  the 
armies  of  the  Living  God."  David  said  moreover,  "The  Lord  that  delivered 
me  out  of  the  paw  of  the  lion,  and  out  of  the  paw  of  the  bear,  he  will 
deliver  me  out  of  the  hand  of  this  Philistine."  And  Saul  said  to  David. 
"Go.  and  the  Lord  be  with  thee."  And  Saul  armed  David  with  his  armour, 
and  he  put  an  helmet  upon  his  head;  also  he  armed  him  with  a  coat  of 
mail.  And  David  girded  his  sword  upon  his  armour,  and  he  assayed  to 
go;  for  he  had  not  proved  it.  And  David  said  unto  Saul,  "I  cannot  go  with 
these;  for  I  have  not  proved  them."  And  David  put  them  off  him.  And  he 
took  his  staff  in  his  hand,  and  chose  him  five  smooth  stones  out  of  the 
brook,  and  put  them  in  a  shepherd's  bag  which  he  had,  even  in  a  scrip; 
and  his  sling  was  in  his  hand  :  and  he  drew  near  to  the  Philistine.  And 
the  Philistine  came  on  and  drew  near  to  David;  and  the  man  that  bare 
the  shield  went  before  him.  And  when  the  Philistine  looked  about,  and 
saw  David,  he  disdained  him  :  for  he  was  but  a  youth,  and  ruddy  and  of 
a  fair  countenance.  And  the  Philistine  said  unto  David,"  Am  I  a  dog. 
that  thou  comest  to  me  with  staves?"  And  the  Philistine  cursed  David  by 
his  gods.  And  the  Philistine  said  to  David,  "Come  to  me,  and  I  will  give 
thy  flesh  unto  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  to  the  beasts  of  the  field."  Then 
said  David  to  the  Philistine.  Thou  comest  to  me  with  a  sword,  and  with 
a  spear,  and  with  a  shield:  but  I  come  to  thee  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
of  hosts,  the  God  of  the  armies  of  Israel,  whom  thou  has  defied.  This  day 
will  the  Lord  deliver  thee  into  mine  hand;  and  I  will  smite  thee,  and  take 
thine  head  from  thee;  and  I  will  give  the  carcases  of  the  host  of  the 
Philistines  this  day  unto  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  to  the  wild  beasts  of 
the  earth;  that  all  the  earth  may  know  that  there  is  a  God  in  Israel.  And 
all  this  assembly  shall  know  that  the  Lord  saveth  not  with  sword  and 
spear:  for  the  battle  is  the  Lord's  and  he  will  give  you  into  our  hands." 
And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  Philistine  arose,  and  carne  and  drew  nigh 
to  meet  David,  that  David  hasted,  and  ran  towards  the  army  to  meet  the 
Philistine.  And  David  put  his  hand  in  his  bag,  and  took  thence  a  stone, 
and  slang  it,  and  smote  the  Philistine  in  his  forehead  that  the  stone  sunk 
into  his  forehead;  and  he  fell  upon  his  face  to  the  earth".  (1  Samuel  17: 
26,  31-50.)  I  think  Goliath  was  the  most  surprised  man  in  the  world: 
nothing  like  that  had  ever  entered  his  head  before.  "So  David  prevailed 
over  the  Philistine  with  a  sling  and  with  a  stone,  and  smote  the  Philistine, 
and  slew  him;  but  there  was  no  sword  in  the  hand  of  David.  Therefore 
David  ran,  and  stood  upon  the  Philistine,  and  took  his  sword,  and  drew  it 
out  of  the  sheath  thereof,  and  slew  him,  and  cut  off  his  head  therewith. 
And  when  the  Philistines  saw  their  champion  was  dead,  they  fled". 
(1  Samuel  17:  51.)  The  point  is,  David  was  prepared  and  he  met  Goliath 
in  the  name  of  Israel's  God.  His  preparation  paid  off. 

I'd  like  to  talk  to  you  older  folks  for  a  minute  now.  There  came  a 
time  when  pride  had  been  eating  at  the  very  foundation  of  David's 
character  and  pride  is  often  accompanied  by  lust  and  David  committed 
a  grievous  sin.  You  all  know  the  sad  story.  And  another  prophet  had  arisen 
in  Israel.  His  name  was  Nathan,  and  the  Lord  sent  him  to  David.  Nathan 
was  something  of  a  diplomat  and  standing  before  King  David,  who  was 
sitting  on  his  throne,  this  prophet  of  God  said  to  him  "There  were  two 
men  in  one  city;  the  one  rich,  and  the  other  poor,  The  rich  man  had 
exceeding  many  flocks  and  herds:  But  the  poor  man  had  nothing  save 
one  little  ewe  lamb,  which  he  had  bought  and  nourished  up:  and  it  grew 
up  together  with  him,  and  with  his  children;  it  did  eat  of  his  own  meat, 
and  drank  of  his  own  cup,  and  lay  in  his  bosom,  and  was  unto  him  as  a 
daughter.  And  there  came  a  traveller  unto  the  rich  man,  and  he  spared  to 
take  of  his  own  flock  and  of  his  own  herd,  to  dress  for  the  wayfaring 
man   that   was   come  unto   him;   but   he   took    the   poor  man's   lamb,   and 
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dressed  it  for  the  man  that  was  come  to  him.  And  David's  anger  was 
greatly  kindled  against  the  man;  and  he  said  to  Nathan,  "As  the  Lord 
liveth,  the  man  that  hath  done  this  thing,  shall  surely  die :  and  he  shall 
restore  the  lamb  fourfold,  because  he  did  this  thing,  and  because  he  had 
no  pity."  And  Nathan  said  to  David,  "Thou  art  the  man,  Thus  saith  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel,  I  anointed  thee  King  of  Israel  and  I  delivered  thee 
out  of  the  hand  of  Saul,"  (2  Samuel  12:  1-7).  For  the  second  time  in  the 
life  of  David  he  saw  the  finger  of  a  prophet  of  God  pointing  at  him  and 
for  the  second  time  heard  the  words,  this  time  accusing  words,  "Thou 
art  the  man".  With  all  the  glory  of  David's  life,  having  been  anointed 
by  a  prophet  of  God  as  King  of  Israel,  he  yet  fell,  because  of  pride  and 
avarice  and  lust. 

There  are  many  here  today  whom  I  shall  not  see  again,  Some  I  hope 
we  shall  see  as  we  continue  to  tour  this  mission.  Be  that  as  it  may  I  should 
like  to  say  to  all,  whatever  trials  and  difficulties  may  lie  ahead  if  you  have 
courage  and  fortitude  and  faith  God  will  make  you  equal  to  your  tasks. 
Although  some  of  you  at  time  wonder  whether  He  knows  or  cares  what 
you  are  doing  and  who  you  are  and  though  some  of  you  may  at  times 
pray  to  Him  for  things  you  think  you  want  and  not  get  them,  though 
some  of  you  must  get  some  heartbreak  and  heartache  and  disappointment 
and  defeat  I  want  to  leave  with  you  the  assurance  that  God  knows  best 
and  He'll  do  for  you  what  is  best  for  you.  I  want  you  to  leave  this  con- 
vention with  that  conviction.  In  illustration  of  that  I  am  going  to  tell 
you  an  original  story.  This  story  is  a  page  out  of  my  own  life  and  I 
learned  a  lesson  the  hard  way.  I  believe  that  when  the  Lord  teaches  us 
something  worthwhile  He  intends  that  we  shall  share  it  with  others  and 
so  I  bring  you  the  story  of  the  "Gardener  and  the  Currant  Bush".  We  were 
living  in  Canada.  Sister  Brown  and  I;  I  was  born  in  Salt  Lake  City  where 
my  father  owned  a  large  orchard  and  I  was  taught  how  to  prune  trees. 
When  I  went  to  Canada  I  purchased  a  little  home  on  a  ranch  and  found 
it  necessary  to  do  some  pruning  because  the  man  from  whom  I  had  bought 
had  not  been  taking  care  of  the  shrubs  and  trees.  I  got  up  one  morning 
just  at  dawn  and  saw  a  currant  bush  more  than  6  ft.  high  and  saw  that 
there  was  no  fruit  and  no  sign  of  fruit;  no  blossoms.  I  knew  that  the 
currant  bush  was  going  all  to  wood  and  that  it  would  never  bear  fruit 
unless  it  was  pruned.  So  I  got  the  pruning  shears  and  went  to  work  on 
it.  I  cut  and  pruned  and  cut  until  there  was  nothing  left  but  a  little  clump 
of  stumps.  When  I  had  finished  my  work  the  sun  was  coming  up  and  I 
saw  on  each  of  these  stumps  what  seemed  to  be  a  tear.  I  was  always 
inclined  to  talk  to  inanimate  things  and  listen  to  their  answer 
and  I  said  "What  are  you  crying  about  little  currant  bush."  You  know 
I  thought  I  heard  that  currant  bush  answer.  It  seemed  to  say  to  me  "How 
could  you  do  this  to  me.  I  was  making  such  wonderful  growth.  I  was 
almost  as  big  as  the  shade  tree  and  the  fruit  tree  on  either  side,  and 
now  you  have  cut  me  down;  and  all  in  the  garden  will  look  upon  me  in 
pity.  How  could  you  do  it.  I  thought  you  were  the  gardener  here."  I 
thought  I  heard  the  currant  bush  say  that.  I  thought  it  so  much  I  answered 
it.  And  I  said  "Look  little  currant  bush  I  am  the  gardener  here  and  I 
know  what  I  want  you  to  be.  I  didn't  intend  you  to  be  a  fruit  tree  or  a 
shade  tree  I  want  you  to  be  a  currant  bush  and  bear  fruit,  and  some  day. 
little  currant  bush,  when  you  are  laden  with  fruit  you  are  going  to  say 
"Thank  you  Mister  Gardener  for  loving  me  enough  to  cut  me  down, 
to  hurt  me."  Ten  years  passed  away  and  I  was  in  England  in  the  First 
World  War.  I  was  an  officer  in  the  Canadian  Army.  I  was  a  field  officer 
and  between  me  and  the  rank  of  General  there  were  only  two  men  and 
they  became  casualties.  I  was  proud  as  any  young  man  would  be  under 
those  circumstances  and  ambitious  to  be  a  General  in  the  British  Army. 
I  received  word  by  telegram  to  go  to  London.  It  was  signed  by  the  Com- 
manding General  of  all  the  Canadian  Forces.  I  called  my  batman,  my 
servant,  and  said,  "shine  my  shoes,  polish  my  buttons,  make  me  look  like 
a  General,   I'm  going   up  to   receive  an   appointment."  I  was  proud   and 
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ambitious.  He  did  the  best  he  could  with  what  he  had  to  work  on  and 
I  went  to  London.  I  walked  into  the  office  of  the  General.  I  saluted  him 
smartly  and  he  said,  "Sit  down  Brown,  I'm  sorry  I  can't  make  this  appoint- 
ment. You  are  entitled  to  it  by  seniority  and  by  training  and  experience 
but  I  can't  make  it.  Some  other  man  will  be  given  this  appointment  and 
you  are  to  return  to  Canada  and  become  a  Transport  and  "I  raining  Officer." 
Then  he  went  into  the  other  room  to  answer  the  telephone,  and  I  looked 
on  his  desk,  and  saw  my  personal  history  sheet  and  on  the  bottom  of  it 
in  block  capitals,  these  words  .  .  .  THIS  MAN  IS  A  MORMON.  Now  at 
that  time  we  were  very  unpopular  in  England  as  a  Church  and  I  already 
held  the  highest  office  of  any  Mormon  in  the  British  Army  and  I  knew 
why  I  couldn't  be  appointed.  But  that  didn't  take  away  the  sting.  The 
General  came  back  and  said,  "That's  all".  I  saluted  again,  and  left  the 
office.  I  got  on  a  train  and  went  back  to  Shorncliff  where  we  were  training 
and  all  the  way  down  as  we  went  over  the  rails  I  could  hear  them  clicking 
and  they  seemed  to  say,  "A  failure,  go  home  and  be  called  a  coward,  you 
didn't  make  it." 

When  I  arrived  in  Shorncliff  and  went  to  my  tent  I  threw  my  cap 
on  the  cot.  I  was  full  of  bitterness  and  disappointment  and  I  clenched  m\ 
fist  and  shook  it  at  heaven  and  said  :  "How  could  you  do  this  to  me  God. 
I  was  making  such  wonderful  growth  and  now  you  cut  me  down.  How 
could  you  do  it."  And  then  I  heard  a  voice,  it  sounded  like  my  own  voice, 
and  the  voice  said,  "I  am  the  gardener  here,  I  know  what  I  want  you  to 
be.  If  I  let  you  go  the  way  you  want  to  go  you'll  never  amount  to  anything 
and  some  day  when  you  are  laden  with  fruit  you  will  say  .  .  .  Thank 
you  Mister  Gardener  for  cutting  me  down,  for  loving  me  enough  to  hurt 
me".  I  recognised  my  words  to  the  currant  bush  ten  years  before,  which 
had  now  become  God's  words  to  me.  "I'm  the  Gardener  here  and  I  know 
what  I  want  you  to  be."  When  I  heard  those  words  I  heard  some  men  sing- 
ing in  an  adjoining  tent  and  I  was  reminded  that  it  was  Tuesday  night 
when  we  always  held  an  M.I. A.  Session,  when  I  met  and  talked  with  the 
boys  of  the  army  who  were  members  of  the  Church.  And  I  heard  the 
words  of  a  verse  of  the  hymn  that  we  are  going  to  sing  at  the  close  of 
this  meeting.  I  heard  these  words : 

"It  may  not  be  on  the  mountain  peak. 

Or  over  the  stormy  sea, 

It  may  not  be  at  the  Battle's  front, 

My  Lord  will  have  need  of  me. 

And  if  by  a  still  small  voice  he  calls. 

To  realms  that  I  do  not  know, 

I'll  answer  dear  Lord  with  my  hand  in  thine, 

I'll  go  where  you  want  me  to  go." 
When  I  heard  those  words  being  sung  by  my  boys  I  wept  and  promised 
God  that  never  again  would  I  question  his  wisdom  or  love.  45  years 
have  passed  since  then  and  much  has  happened;  and  now  in  far  away 
Africa,  I  look  up  in  your  presence  and  say  to  Him  .  .  .  "Thank  you 
Mister  Gardener  for  cutting  me  down,  for  loving  me  enough  to  hurt  me". 
When  I  think  of  what  might  have  happened  to  my  six  daughters  and  two 
sons  if  we  had  spent  the  balance  of  our  lives  in  army  barracks.  I  thank 
God  for  his  protecting  care. 

Brethren  and  Sisters  in  one  way  or  another  you  will  have  that  kind 
of  an  experience  where  your  heart  will  be  set  on  something  and  be  denied 
it.  I  plead  with  you  to  trust  your  Father  in  Heaven.  He  is  the  Gardener 
and  He  knows  what  He  wants  you  to  be.  I  ask  you  to  follow  the  Master, 
if  needs  be,  into  Gethsemane  and  kneel  with  Him  and  say  "If  possible 
have  this  cup  pass,  nevertheless,  not  my  will,  but  Thine".  God  bless  you 
my  brethren  and  sisters  of  the  South  African  Mission.  God  bless  you 
that  you  may  have  the  courage  to  face  the  future  and  the  faith  to  believe 
in  God.  And  now  let  us  sing  together  the  words  of  that  song,  "I'll  go 
where  you  want  me  to  go,  and  I'll  be  what  you  want  me  to  be".  God 
bless  you  all  I  pray  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  .  .  .  Amen 
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f^i  OING  to  Church  started  at  a  very  early  age  for  me.  I  was  a  whole 
^^  4  years  old.  I  was  quite  a  good  boy  and  was  there  nearly  every  Sunday. 
We  learned  about  Jesus,  His  disciples,  how  He  was  crucified  and  all  the 
other  scriptures. 

This  went  on  for  about  12  years,  then  I  went  to  work.  I  heard  other 
men  argue  about  all  the  different  religions  and  beliefs,  but  like  them  I 
believed  that  mine  was  right,  and  being  only  a  youngster  I  did  not  join 
in  their  conversations.  Sad  to  say  I  began  to  disbelieve  the  scriptures  more 
and  more  and  in  the  end  I  never  even  went  to  church  anymore. 

Time  passed  and  as  I  got  older  my  bad  habits  increased.  I  say  in- 
creased because  I  had  taken  up  smoking  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ten!  I 
started  going  to  bars  and  holding  my  own,  drinking  many  a  person  under 
the  table,  as  the  saying  goes,  never  once  thinking  of  going  to  Church 
except  if  there  was  a  wedding  and  drinking  to  be  done.  In  other  words 
playing  more  and  more  into  Satan's  hands. 

After  a  few  years  I  got  married.  My  mother  and  friends  thought 
that  now  I  would  settle  down  and  stop  being  the  rough  type  of  character 
I  was  and  become  the  person  I  was  before.  But  not  me !  After  a  few 
years  of  married  life  and  two  sons,  the  old  times  gradually  drifted  back 
into  my  life.  Parties,  drinking  and  coming  home  when  I  had  had  enough. 
Then   our  daughter   was   born,   but  hardly   any  change. 

One  day  a  relative  of  my  wife's  already  a  member  of  the  Church, 
suggested  bringing  the  Elders  around  to  talk  to  us.  My  wife,  being  a  good 
Church-goer  all  her  life  agreed  and  spoke  to  me  about  it.  I  said  to  her 
they  could  come  if  they  liked,  but  I  wasn't  over  enthusiastic  about  it. 
However,  after  much  asking  and  begging  me  to  give  them  a  hearing  I  did. 

The  first  time  they  came  I  listened  to  their  lesson  about  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith  and  was  really  getting  interested.  They  suggested  another 
meeting  and  I  was  very  glad  and  keen  to  hear  what  they  had  to  say.  After 
months  of  their  visits  I  believed  what  the  Elders  believed.  But  something 
went  wrong.  I  just  could  not  accept  the  Gospel.  No  matter  how  my  wife 
begged  me  to  let  her  get  baptized  or  just  see  reason.  To  me  there  was 
too  much  to  give  up,  ,  .  .  cigarettes,  drinking,  tea,  coffee.  I  had  the  way 
that  if  anybody  said  anything  about  Church,  when  I  was  going,  I  would 
just  reply  "The  next  time  I  want  to  have  a  child  christened  or  when  I 
want  to  be  buried  myself."  Talk  about  going  to  heaven,  I  was  like  a  little 
boy  who  had  been  naughty  and  his  mother  asked  him  how  he  thought 
he  was  going  to  get  into  heaven.  He  said  he  would  just  keep  on  running 
in  and  out  until  someone  told  him  to  come  in  and  shut  the  door.  I  just 
carried  on  having  what  I  thought  was  a  good  time. 

Then  our  fourth  child,  a  little  boy  James,  whom  I  love  very  much, 
came  alone.  I  slackened  down  a  bit  on  my  habits,  but  not  enough  to  be  a 
good  example  to  anyone.  One  Sunday  after  a  hectic  argument  about  all 
this  and  feeling  very  bitter  and  sorry  for  myself,  this  relative  happened 
to  pass  our  home  on  his  way  to  Sacrament  service  that  evening  and  I 
asked  if  I  could  go  along.  The  answer  was  yes  and  I  was  really  welcomed. 
The  service  was  excellent  and  the  speakers  that  night  seemed  to  have  a 
special  meaning  and  message  for  me.  I  really  enjoyed  it.  After  Church  I 
went  home  feeling  better  but  by  no  means  converted. 

A  few  weeks  after,  on  a  Saturday  afternoon,  after  having  a  few  with 
the  boys,  brought  about  the  same  arguments  again.  Our  relative  again 
happened  to  pop  in  to  see  how  we  were  getting  on.  He  heard  our  moans 
and  groans  about  each  other,  but  never  took  any  sides.  In  the  end  I 
asked  him  if  he  thought  the  Elders  could  call  again. 
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We  were  lucky,  we  got  a  second  chance  to  hear  the  Gospel.  This 
time  I  listened  to  them  instead  of  trying  to  trap  them  with  silly  questions 
or  not  taking  any  notice  of  them  at  all.  I  started  to  feel  real  sorry  for 
myself,  about  what  was  happening,  not  only  to  me,  but  to  my  family. 
The  Elders  told  me  to  pray  and  ask  for  God's  forgiveness  and  help.  And 
then  for  the  first  time  in  years,  I  did.  A  month  later  my  wife  was 
baptized  and  believe  me,  I  was  jealous  because  I  was  not  ready,  but  that 
only  made  me  try  harder  to  improve. 

A  short  while  later  the  Elder  came  and  interviewed  me  and  said 
that  I  and  my  eldest  son  could  be  baptized.  The  trip  to  Johannesburg  that 
Saturday  seemed  twice  as  long  as  usual  and  while  waiting  outside  the 
Chapel  I  felt  like  the  proverbial  blushing  bride.  A  bit  scared  but  so  very 
happy.  That  was  not  too  long  ago.  but  already  I  feel  that  by  living  the 
word  of  wisdom  and  having  faith  I  shall  never  look  back.  I  would  also 
like  to  bear  my  testimony  that  I  know  that  Jesus  is  the  Saviour  and  Joseph 
Smith  was  a  true  prophet  of  God  and  we  shall  all  reach  the  Kingdom 
of  God  if  we  live  the  word  of  wisdom  and  commandments. 

I  write  these  things  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  .  .  .  Amen. 

— By  Brother  Les  A.  Laidlaw 


TO  THE  SENATE  OF  ROME, 
CAESAR,  EMPEROR 

IN  these  our  days  appeared  a  man  named  Jesus  Christ,  who 
is  yet  living  among  us,  and  of  the  Gentiles  is  accepted 
as  a  prophet  of  great  truth  ;  but  his  own  disciples  call  Him 
the  Son  of  God.  He  hath  raised  the  dead  and  cured  all 
manner  of  diseases.  He  is  a  man  of  stature  somewhat  tall 
and  comely,  with  a  ruddy  countenance,  such  as  the  beholder 
may  both  love  and  fear.  His  hair  is  the  colour  of  filbert 
when  fully  ripe,  plain  to  his  ear,  curling  and  waving  on  His 
shoulders  ;  in  the  middle  of  his  head  is  a  seam  of  long  hair, 
after  the  manner  of  the  Nazarites.  His  forehead  is  plain  and 
delicate  ;  the  face  without  spot  or  wrinkle,  beautiful  with 
a  comely  red,  His  nose  and  mouth  are  exactly  formed ;  His 
beard  is  the  colour  of  His  hair  and  thick,  not  of  any  length 
but  forked. 

In  reproving  He  is  terrible  ;  admonishing,  courteous,  in 
speaking,  very  modest  and  wise  ;  in  proportion  of  body,  well- 
shaped.  None  have  seen  Him  laugh,  many  have  seen  Him 
weep.  A  man  for  His  surpassing  beauty  excelling  the  children 
of  men. 

SIGNED,  PUBLIUS  LENTULUS, 

Governor  of  Judea. 
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IN  our  services  we  always  have  an 
opening  song,  a  closing  song  and 
sometimes  an  intermediate  song. 
Many  times  the  songs  seem  to  be 
just  a  matter  of  form  in  the  Church 
and  people  tend  to  forget  the  real 
meaning  of    a  sacred  hymn. 

One  might  do  well  to  ask  oneself 
just  why  do  we  have  singing  in  our 
Chapels?  We  do  a  lot  of  it,  as  you 
will  all  agree,  and  therefore  there 
must  be  a  reason  behind  it  all. 

You  can  always  detect  a  happy 
person  by  the  actions  he  displays  in 
his  daily  activities.  One  important 
point  of  a  happy  individual  is  his 
singing.  There  is  a  universal  spirit 
of  friendliness  exhibited  by  people 
when  they  sing.  If  you  are  ever  in 
new  surroundings  or  in  a  foreign 
country  a  person  tends  to  feel  lost, 
lonely  and  rejected;  but  if  you 
should  happen  to  pass  by  some  place 
where  people  are  singing  you  tend  to 
have  a  re-birth,  and  a  new  sense  of 
belonging.  This  must  be  the  reason 
why  the  Lord  told  the  Prophet 
Brigham  Young  in  the  136th  Section 
of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants:  "If 
thou  art  merry,  praise  the  Lord  with 
singing,  with  music,  with  dancing, 
and  with  prayer  of  praise  and 
thanksgiving." 

Our  Father  in  Heaven  loves  us  all 
and  wants  us  to  be  happy.  He  wants 
nothing  better  than  to  have  us 
enjoy  the  best  things  of  life  and  to 
live  in  perfect  harmony  with  each 
other.  To  further  point  this  out  we 
have  another  marvellous  revelation 
in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants. 
Section  25:12:  "For  my  soul 
delighteth  in.  the  song  of  the  heart; 
yea.  the  song  of  the  righteous  is  a 
prayer  unto  me,  and  it  shall  be 
answered  with  a  blessing  upon  their 
heads. 

We  know  that  when  we  are  singing 
hymns  in  Church  we  are  offering  up 
a  prayer  to  the  Lord.  Of  course  a 
prayer  of  hymns  is  just  like  a 
personal  prayer  in  that  the  only  way 


it  can  be  acceptable  is  for  it  to  be 
offered  up  in  righteousness  and 
straight  from  the  heart.  The  ques- 
tion that  naturally  arises  is  how  do 
we  offer  a   righteous  hymn? 

When  we  enter  the  Chapel  of  our 
Father  in  Heaven  we  should  always 
remember  that  we  are  there  to 
worship  God,  renew  our  covenants 
and  learn  more  of  the  beautiful 
truths  of  the  Gospel.  We  should 
have  no  other  purpose  in  mind  than 
that  of  worshipping  God.  If  we  go 
into  our  Chapels  with  any  improper 
thoughts  concerning  our  fellowman 
we  cannot  expect  to  have  the  clear 
conscience  that  is  required  to 
worship  God  in  complete  humility. 
The  singing  of  hymns  plays  a  very 
important  part  of  worshipping 
God,  and  before  we  can  accomplish 
this  properly  we  must  be  conscious 
of  just  what  we  are  saying  when 
we  sing  the  different  hymns.  So 
many  people  just  recite  the  words 
and  never  take  time  to  stop  and 
think  about  what  they  mean  and 
what  part  of  the  Gospel  is  being 
portrayed  in  that  song.  Each  hymn 
puts  over  a  particular  point.  Some 
are  singing  praises  to  God,  some  are 
mentioning  our  thanksgiving,  and 
others  are  asking  for  spiritual  help 
in  one  form  or  another.  All  of  these 
points  are  expressed  in  the  hymns 
sung  in  Church  and  each  individual 
member  should  place  themselves  in 
such  a  spiritual  tune  that  they  can 
recognize  what  they  are  singing  and 
do  not  just  repeat  words. 

Let  us  always  remember  the 
importance  of  our  hymns  and  do 
our  best  to  make  them  a  sacred 
prayer  offered  to  our  Heavenly 
Father.  Only  through  such  dedica- 
tion of  our  souls  to  our  God  can, 
we  be  in  a  complete  religious  frame 
of  mind  that  is  so  necessary  for  the 
true  worshipping  of  God  and  His 
eternal  principles. 

"FOR  MY  SOUL  DELIGHTETH 
IN  THE  SONG  OF  THE  HEART." 
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Why 

We  are 

Mormons 


*^ti 


/\N  being  told  by  my  wife  that 
^'  we  were  going  to  have  two 
visitors  at  our  home  to  discuss  the 
Bible  as  well  as  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 
and  also  that  1  should  read  the 
pamphlet  left  by  them  I  thought  to 
myself  that  I  was  going  to  have 
another  trying  time  as  I  had 
experienced  before. 

At  the  appointed  time  our  two 
visitors  arrived  and  introduced  them- 
selves to  us  as  Elders  Park  and 
Stanko.  They  asked  our  permission 
to  open  the  discussion  with  a  prayer 
and  then  commenced  to  enlighten  us 
about  the  Church  which  they 
represented  as  well  as  the  Book  of 
Mormon.  After  the  discussion  they 
asked  if  it  would  be  possible  for 
them  to  return  at  a  later  date  to 
hold  further  discussions  for  our 
study,  which  we  agreed  to.  They  left 
another  booklet  for  us  to  read  until 
the  next  study  which  was  the 
following  week.  Two  further  discus- 


sions were  held  and  then  Elder 
Park  was  transferred  and  we  were 
introduced  to  Elder  Smith.  Elders 
Smith  and  Stanko  continued  with 
the  studies. 

I  can  testify  that  I  was  not  con- 
vinced with  what  they  told  us  until 
the  subject  of  the  Word  of  Wisdom 
was  introduced  and  I  was  asked  by 
the  Elders  if  I  would  be  willing  to 
follow  the  Word  of  Wisdom.  With 
the  help  of  our  Father  in  Heaven 
I  was  able  to  follow  this  command- 
ment. I  also  knew  that  I  had  found 
the  true  religion,  and  there  and  then 
I  gave  myself  over  and  decided  to 
join  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-Day  Saints.  I  was  baptised 
and  received  the  gift  of  the  holy 
Ghost  and  was  welcomed  into  the 
Church  as  a  brother.  After  all  these 
years  of  seeking  for  the  truth  and 
the  true  religion  at  last  I  have  found 
it. 

—  Brother  George  Wilson 
Primrose  Branch. 


And  I  saw  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth:  for  the  first  heaven  and 
the  first  earth  were  passed  away;  and  there  was  no  more  sea. 

And  I  John  saw  the  holy  city,  new  Jerusalem,  coming  down  from  God 
out  of  heaven,  prepared  as  a  bride  adorned  for  her  husband. 

And  I  heard  a  great  voice  out  of  heaven  saying.  Behold  the  tabernacle 
of  God  is  with  men,  and  he  will  dwell  with  them,  and  they  shall  be  his 
people,  and  God  himself  shall  be  with  them,  and  be  their  God. 

Revelations  21  : 1-3. 
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ON  being  called  on  by  the  Elders 
at  my  home  one  afternoon  I 
invited  them  in.  They  opened  their 
discussion  with  a  word  of  prayer 
and  then  explained  to  me  about 
their  church.  They  then  asked  me  if 
they  could  return  on  the  Saturday 
and  explain  to  my  husband  about 
the  Church.  I  welcomed  them  gladly. 
When  my  husband  came  home  from 
work  that  night  I  told  him  that  two 
Elders  from  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-Day  Saints  called  at 
our  home  that  day  and  that  they 
were  calling  again  on  Saturday 
afternoon  to  talk  to  us  about  the 
Church.  We  both  looked  forward 
for  Saturday  to  come. 

The  Elders  explained  to  us  about 
the  Book  of  Mormon  and  about 
Joseph  Smith.  They  told  us  about 
Joseph  Smith  praying  to  our  Father 
in  Heaven  asking  what  church  he 
must  belong  to  and  as  he  did  so  he 
discovered  a  light  appearing  in  the 
heavens  and  two  divine  personages 
appeared  to  him  and  told  him  not  to 
join  any  of  the  churches.  When  our 
talk  ended,  my  heart  was  troubled 
about  what  I  had  learned  and  I 
prayed  to  my  Father  in  Heaven  to 
enlighten  ms  to  the  truth  but  still 
the  barrier  was  there. 

Then  the  Elders  came  again  one 
evening  to  continue  with  the  dis- 
cussions. They  brought  with  them 
the  Book  of  Mormon,  telling  us  to 
read  it.  pray  and  study.  When  they 
left  I  could  not  wait  to  read  the 
Book  of  Mormon.  When  I  started  I 
had  no  real  interest  in  the  Book  but 
I  went  on  and  on  reading  and  still 


my  heart  was  troubled.  On  the 
fourth  meeting  the  Elders  told  us 
about  the  Word  of  Wisdom.  I  was 
not  too  happy  having  to  give  up  my 
smoking.  Tea  and  coffee  I  did'nt 
mind.  Anyway  my  husband  and  I 
tried  to  give  up  smoking  and  we 
stopped  for  two  days,  but  started 
again.  When  the  Elders  called  again 
we  told  them  that  we  had  tried  to 
stop  smoking  but  could  not  masrer 
it.  Elder  Smith  asked  us  if  we 
intended  to  stop.  We  answered  yes. 
He  told  us  to  give  him  our  cigar- 
ettes, which  we  did,  and  that  was 
the  last  of  our  smoking,  which  I  can 
testify  to  you  that  I  know  our 
Father  in,  Heaven  does  not  want  us 
to  do  as  these  things  are  unclean 
and  do  harm  to  our  bodies.  I  thank 
the  Lord  for  helping  me  to  keep  my 
strength  to  follow  the  word  of 
wisdom. 

Slowly  my  heart  was  beginning  to 
open  to  the  truth.  The  next  step  was 
our  talk  about  baptism.  The  Elders 
explained  to  us  that  if  we  are  not 
baptized  we  cannot  reach  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  to  meet  our 
Father  in  Heaven.  As  I  continued  to 
read  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  by 
going  deeper  into  the  Book  I  had  a 
great  urge  to  be  baptized  and  to 
receive  the  most  precious  gift  of 
all  .  .  .  The  Holy  Ghost.  But  before 
I  could  I  had  to  keep  the  10 
commandments,  follow  the  word  of 
wisdom,  pray,  study,  attend  church, 
have  faith  and  repent. 

Then  came  the  greatest  day  of  my 
life,  when  I  was  baptized  and 
received  the  Gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
I  am  now  a  member  of  this  wonder- 
ful Church  which  has  brought  me 
so  much  joy.  I  thank  Elder  Smith 
and  Elder  Stanko  for  bringing  this 
joy  to  me.  I  thank  the  brothers  and 
sisters  for  accepting  me  into  their 
congregation  and  I  hope  and  pray 
that  I  will  endure  to  the  end  and  I 
thank  God  for  these  truths  in  the 
name   of  Jesus  Christ. 

—  Sister  Pearl  Wilson 
Primrose  Branch 
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President   G.   K.    Powrie 

\  T  the  April  Transvaal  District  Conference  it  was  announced  that  G. 
-^*-  Kenneth  Powrie  was  chosen  as  the  new  first  Counselor  in  the  mission 
presidency  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints  When 
the  consent  of  the  congregation  gathered  at  the  great  conference  was 
asked  for.  there  was  an  immediate  reply  of  YES!    YES! 

It  seemed  as  though  the  Church  membership  had  been  anticipating 
such  a  move  for  a  long  time.  All  were  overjoyed  at  the  inspired  decision 
that  was  made  by  President  Alldredge  and  even  Elder  Hugh  B.  Brown  of 
the  Council  of  the  Twelve,  who  was  present  was  confident  that  this  was 
the  man  who  was  needed  by  the  Lord  to  help  snowball  His  work  in  this 
part  of  the  world. 

Some  of  President  Powrie's  accomplishments  in  the  field  of  serving 
the  Lord  should  be  mentioned.  At  the  time  of  his  call  to  the  Mission 
Presidency  he  was  serving  as  the  Transvaal  District  President.  In  this 
position  he  has  become  known  as  a  quiet  but  effective  administrator  and 
has  earned  the  love  and  respect  of  all  his  associates. 

President  Powrie  joined  the  Church  in  1950,  serving  in  turn  as  Branch 
Teacher,  member  of  the  Krugersdorp  Branch  Presidency,  District  President, 
and  now  1st  Counselor  in  the  Mission  Presidency.  Each  position  has 
broadened  his  knowledge  of  the  Church  Administration  and  prepared 
him  for  this  new  position.  We  know  all  members  of  the  Mission  will 
soon  learn  to  love  and  appreciate  him  as  do  the  members  of  the  Transvaal 
District. 

And  so  it  is  with  great  love  and  respect  that  unitedly  say  welcome  and 
congratulations  President  Powrie.  Here  is  the  type  of  servant  that  the 
Lord  was  mentioning  when  he  gave  us  the  description  of  those  who  labour 
in  his  services,  Doctrine  and  Covenants.  50:  26 

"He  that  is  ordained  of  God  and  sent  forth,  the  same  is 
appointed  to  be  the  greatest,  not  withstanding  he  is  the 
least  and  the  servant  of  all." 
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Elder  Sidney  Arthur  Newton 


Our  New  Second  Counselor 


WITH  the  commencement  of  the 
NEW  ERA  in  the  church 
there  is  required  capable  leadership 
that  can  effectively  lead  and  direct 
the  proselyting  work  here  in  this 
part  of  the  Lord's  vineyard. 

Such  a  man  is  our  new  2nd 
Counselor  Elder  Sidney  Arthur 
Newton. 

A  2nd  Counselor  must  be  a  dedi- 
cated person  who  has  a  deep  love 
for  the  Gospel  and  unfainting  devo- 
tion for  his  fellow  man.  It  takes  a 
man  who  is  in  close  contact  with 
His  Father  in  Heaven  who  loves 
Him,  and  who  radiates  the  spirit  of 
love  to  direct  such  a  great  work. 

Elder  Newton,  who  comes  from 
Cape  Town,  has  always  been  active 
in  the  church  and  has  held  numerous 
positions  from  Sunday  School 
Teacher,  M.I.A.  Dance  Director  to 
a   Counselor   in    the    Cape    District 


Presidency.  His  great  love  for  the 
Gospel  wasn't  confined  merely  to 
active  participation  on  Sundays  but 
he  has  always  had  a  desire  to  share 
the  happiness  and  peace  of  mind 
that  the  Gospel  has  brought  into  his 
life.  And  now  he  has  shown  his 
devotion  to  his  fellow  man  by  going 
on  a  mission.  The  dream  of  his  life 
has  finally  been  fulfilled.  He  has 
laboured  diligently  as  Supervising 
Elder  of  the  Natal  District  and  due 
to  his  faithfulness  the  Lord  has 
chosen  him  as  His  new  2nd 
Counselor  to  lead  the  work  here  in 
South  Africa.  The  first  Presidency 
have  given  their  approval  to  his 
appointment. 

We  are  proud  to  have  Elder 
Newton  as  our  2nd  Counselor,  and 
we  unitedly  say  "Welcome  President 
Newton.  May  the  Lord's  choicest 
blessings  be  with  you  in  your  new 
and    marvellous  calling." 
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TN  the  church  there  are  many  different  positions  that  must  be  occupied 
-*-  by  various  members  in  order  for  the  Church  to  function  smoothly. 
There  are  various  positions  of  high  esteem  and  other  positions  of  equal 
importance  but  in  different  lines  of  responsibilities  which  have  to  be  filled 
by  capable  men  in  the  church.  No  matter  what  position  a  man  holds  it  is 
vital  and  necessary  and  must  be  respected  at  all  times  as  something  very 
sacred  and  dear  to  our  hearts. 

Every  man  in  the  Church  looks  forward  to  the  day  that  he  will  be 
worthy  to  hold  the  Priesthood.  This  is  the  ultimate  goal  of  every  male 
member  and  he  must  be  aware  of  just  what  the  priesthood  is  and  why 
he  is  blessed  with  receiving  it;  and  once  it  has  been  conferred  upon  that 
individual  he  must  always  live  up  to  the  responsibilties  that  go  hand  in 
hand  with  it.  The  man  must  reman  worthy  of  this  blessing  and  keep  himself 
in  such  tune  with  the  Holy  Spirit  so  that  he  can  exercise  it.  God  has 
given  us  the  opportunity  of  speaking  in  his  name  and  performing  his 
necessary  ordinations  in  his  absence,  but  we  first  have  to  be  aware  of 
just  what  this  means. 

In  the  121st  Section  of  the  Doctrine  &  Covenants  we  read: 

"Behold,  there  are  many  called,  but  few  are  chosen.  And  why  are 
they  not  chosen? 

Because  their  hearts  are  set  so  much  upon  the  things  of  this 
world,  and  aspire  to  the  honours  of  men.  that  they  do  not  learn  this 
one  lesson  .  .  . 

That  the  rights  of  the  Priesthood  are  inseparably  connected  with 
the  powers  of  heaven,  and  that  the  powers  of  heaven  cannot  be 
controlled    nor   handled   only  upon   principles  of  righteousness. 

That  they  may  be  conferred  upon  us.  it  is  true;  but  when  we  undertake 
to  cover  our  sins,  or  to  gratify  our  pride,  our  vain  ambition,  or  to  exercise 
control,  or  dominion,  or  compulsion,  upon  the  souls  of  the  children  of 
men,  in  any  degree  of  unrighteousness,  behold,  the  heavens  withdraw. 
AMEN  to  the  Priesthood,  or  authority  of  that  man." 

Every  Priesthood  bearer  throughout  the  Church  would  do  well  to 
read  this  section  over  carefully.  Many  are  called  and  fevv  are  chosen,  but 
when  a  man  is  chosen  he  must  continue  steadfast  in  the  faith,  or  he  will 
find  himself  in  the  terrible  state  as  is  mentioned  in  verse  37:  "The  Lord 
is  grieved;  —  AMEN  to  the  Priesthood,  or  authority  of  that  man." 
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TOURING  the  dedication  of  the  new  mission  home  at  Johannesburg. 
-*^  light  refreshments  were  served  and  such  an  outstanding  response  was 
received  that  this  month  we  are  including  in  the  Relief  Society  Page  the 
recipes  that  were  used. 

We  are  including  these  recipes  in  the  hope  that  they  will  be  of 
benefit  to  those  Sisters  who  have  a  creative  imagination  and  are  looking 
for  some  way  to  pleasantly  surprise  their  husbands. 

TUNA   JELLO  SALAD 

1  Can  Tuna  8  oz., 

1  packet   lemon   Jello, 

1  tablespoon    vinegar, 
3  cup   cream. 

\  cup   salad    dressing, 

Green  vegetables',   i.e.  celery, 
green  pepper,  grated  onion, 
if  fruit  is  used    1    tablespoon 
lemon  instead  of  vinegar. 

Mix  all  ingredients  together  and  let  it  set  until  firm  .  .  .  about  6  to 
8  hours.  Serves  10  people. 

TWO  HOUR  ROLLS 

6  cups   flour, 

2  tablespoons    sugar. 
2  yeast  cakes, 

\\  cups  warm  milk, 

1  teaspoon  salt, 

2  well-beaten  eggs. 
|  cup  warm  water. 

Add  yeast  cakes  to  warm  water.  Mix  liquids,  eggs,  salt  and  sugar,  then 
add  the  5  cups  flour  and  stir  well.  Let  raise  until  light  about  1  hour.  Put 
the  other  cup  of  flour  on  the  breadboard,  spread  around  large  enough  to 
put  the  dough  on.  Now  pour  the  dough  on  the  flour.  The  dough  will  be 
very  soft.  Put  the  dough  in  about  1  inch  thickness  and  spread  with  melted 
butter  or  shortening  (or  half  and  half).  Now  fold  the  dough  over,  making 
the  two  ends  meet.  Pat  down  again  until  about  1  inch  thick.  Spread  again 
with  shortening.  Do  this  three  times.  After  the  third  time,  fold  and  pat  to 
1  inch  thick  and  cut  with  biscuit  cutter.  Place  on  a  greased  baking  sheet. 
With  a  brush  or  fingers  pat  melted  butter  on  top  of  each  roll.  Let  raise 
until  light  and  fluffy  about  30  or  40  minutes.  Bake  in  hot  oven  about 
425°  for  10  or  12  minutes,  or  until  brown.  Can  all  be  done  in  about  2 
hours,  and  are  very  delicious. 
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THE  TOP  THREE 

1st  RAMAH  BRANCH  94% 

2nd  DURBAN  BRANCH  90% 

3rd  LUANSHYA  BRANCH  83%) 

■3ELOW  is  reported  the  March  comparative  report  for  the  mission's 
-*-*  Relief  Societies.  The  report  shows  that  the  different  branches  are 
making  definite  headway  and  are  improving  in  their  attendance.  We  want 
to  congratulate  the  Ramah  Branch  on  their  94%.  attendance  and  also  the 
Durban  Branch  on  their  90%  attendance.  We  would  like  to  see  the  rest 
of  the  branches  bring  up  their  percentages  to  or  past  these  two  branches. 

From  this  month  on  we  are  instigating  what  we  will  call  the  three 
top  Relief  Societies  of  the  mission.  In  this  we  will  report  at  the  top  of 
each  report  those  branches  that  have  the  highest  percentage  of  attendance 
at  their  meetings,  the  highest  percentage  of  new  members  per  branch 
population,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  we  will  have  a  special  article  on 
the  best  branch  Relief  Society  in  the  mission.  We  will  also  send  the  report 
of  the  top  three  to  the  Relief  Society  General  Board.  These  will  most 
likely  be  published  in  the  Relief  Society  Magazine. 

The  size  of  the  branch  has  no  bearing  on  whether  or  not  yours  will 
be  the  top  one.  The  smaller  branches  with  ten  sisters  have  just  as  good 
a  chance  of  winning  as  do  the  larger  branches,  so  lets  all  do  our  best  to 
make  our  branch  Relief  Society  the  top  one. 

Comparative    Report   for   March 

Enrolled       Average      Percentage       Number  of     Percentage     Number  of 

Attend-      Attendance       Magazines    Subscriptions  visits  made 

ance  to  magazines     by  visting 

teachers 


Bellville* 

Bloemfontein* 

Bulawayo 

22 

9 

41% 

5 

23% 

Durban 

26 

23 

90% 

— 

10 

East  London 

9 

5 

55% 

7 

77% 

East  Rand* 

Gwelo* 

Krugers^lorp 

22 

18 

82% 

22 

100% 

16 

Luanshya 

6 

5 

83% 

~6 

100% 

12 

Mowbray 

28 

23 

82% 

40 

139% 

72 

Pietermaritzburg 

7 

5 

71% 

1 

14% 

Port   Elizabeth 

26 

11 

42% 

— 

27 

Pretoria 

30 

12 

40% 

11 

37% 

3 

Primrose 

14 

8 

57% 

7 

50% 

Ramah 

32 

30 

94% 

33 

100% 

61 

Salisbury 

14 

10 

71% 

8 

50% 

6 

Springs 

13 

10 

77  % 

17 

130% 

25 

Welkom* 
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EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Rita  Corrigan 

THE  anticipation  of  Elder  and  Sister  Brown's 
visit  in  April  filled  our  hearts  with  excite- 
ment once  more  as  this  was  to  be  the  first  time 
a  General  Authority  of  the  Church  would  meet 
with  the  Saints  of  this  small  and  far-removed 
corner   of   Mormonism.  The  longed-for  meeting 
took  place  on  Wednesday  evening  in  the  S.O.E. 
Hall    and    the    majority    of    local    Saints    and 
and  friends   eagerly   attended.  All   were    indeed 
rewarded  with  the  feast  of  spirituality. 
Elder  Hugh  B.  Brown's  address,  given  spontaneously  after  hearing 
the  lovely  hymn,  "O  My  Father",  sung  as  a  duet  by  Sister  G.  Randall 
and  Elder  Packard,  gave  those  present  much  food  for  thought. 

Everyone  was  loth  to  bid  goodnight  to  our  distinguished  guests  but 
all  realised  this  had  to  be.  We  are  grateful  for  the  privilege  of  having 
Elder  and  Sister  Brown  visit  us  and  wish  them  "God-Speed"  on  their 
homeward  journey. 


EAST   RAND    BRANCH 


Sister  Jean  McGill 


IT  was  indeed  a  joy  to  Raman1 
members  from  all  parts  of  the' 
Mission  to  the  M.I.A.  Convention,  to 
renew  old  friendships  and  make  new 
ones.  The  highlight  of  the  Convention 
was  the  talks  given  by  Elder  Hugh  B. 
Brown. 

The  members  of  the  East  Rand 
Branch  wish  to  extend  our  congratu- 
lations to  Brother  and  Sister  Powrie 
on  his  appointment  as  First  Counsellor 
in  the  Mission  Presidency. 
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KKl  (.1  KSDOKI*    BRANCH 

Sister  Philippa  Powiic 

ON  the  25th  of  March  we  had  six  baptisms  and 
on  the  15th  of  April  we  were  blessed  with  three 
more.  It  is  wonderful  the  way  new  baptisms  bring 
new  life  into  the  branch. 

Our  advancements  in  the  Priesthood  have  been 
Brother  Jan  von  Brandwyk  and  Brother  Charl  du 
Plessis,  both  to  the  position  of  Priest.  We  con- 
gratulate  these  fine  brethren. 

We  have  had  one  transfer  into  the  Branch  from 
Ramah.  Brother  J.  H.  Brotherton  and  Brother  and 
Sister  Dick  Jakins  and  family  are  moving  out  to 
the  Primrose  Branch — we  will  miss  them — and  we 
do  hope  they  will  be  happy  in  their  new  branch. 

From  next  month  onwards  we  hope  to  be  able  to  include  some 
news  from  Carletonville,  where  there  is  a  thriving  little  Mormon 
community  which  is  not  yet  a  separate  Branch  but  is  under  the 
direction  of  the  Krugersdorp  Branch. 


PORT  ELIZABETH   BRANCH 

Nadge  N.  Hugh 

TUESDAY  night  the  11th  a  special  service  was  held  to  hear  and 
welcome  Elder  and  Sister  Brown  and  President  and  Sister  Alldredge. 
We  enjoyed  hearing  President  and  Sister  Alldredge  and  Sister 
Brown  speak  on  the  theme  of  the  importance  of  the  home  in  the  life 
of  the  Latter-Day  Saint.  Elder  Brown  used  the  9th  Article  of  Faith  as 
his  theme.  We  felt  we  could  have  gone  on  listening  to  him  all  night. 
The  talks  were  of  such  an  inspirational  manner  that  all  who  were 
present  can  testify  to  the  beautiful  spirit  that  radiated  throughout  the 
entire  meeing. 

Afer  the  service  a  social  was  held  to  give  the  members  a  chance  to 
speak  to  Elder  and  Sister  Brown.  We  are  pleased  to  hear  that  President 
Alldredge  has  passed  the  plans  for  our  Recreational  Hall  and  now  we 
are  waiting  for  the  final  passing  from  Salt  Lake  City  and  then  the 
building  will  be  started. 


RAMAH  BRANCH 

Sister  Nichols 


W1 


We  held 
we  are  a 


HAT  a  marvellous  month  this  has  been 
for  us  at  Ramah.  We  had  a  grand 
convention,  over  600  people  were  in  atten- 
dance. Elder  Hugh  B.  Brown  spoke  so 
eloquently  and  with  such  inspiration  that 
everyone  was  thrilled.  The  testimony  was 
enjoyed  by  all  and  thanks  to  Brother  Wrench 
who  fixed  a  "roving  mike"  we  all  heard 
beautifully.  The  Conference  was  also  a  grand 
day  too.  I  must  mention  here  that  the  music 
at  both  the  convention  and  the  conference 
was  really  magnificent.  Brother  Johan 
Brummer  is  to  be  complimented  on  his  effort : 
only  sheer  hard  work  by  him  and  his  choir 
could  have  produced  such  fine  renditions  and 
given  the  congregation  such  pleasure. 

Brother  Digby  Chater  has  been  ordained  an 
Elder  and  is  going  on  a  mission  this  month. 

a  special  farewell  for  him.  He  is  labouring  in  East  London  and 

11  so  very  proud  of  him. 
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One  of  the  great  highlights  of  the  convention  was  the  appearance 
of  Sister  Brown  who  spoke  of  prayer.  As  she  gave  her  address  one  could 
feel  her  loving  nature  just  flowing  into  the  chapel.  After  the  afternoon 
session  just  before  leaving,  the  choir  sang  "God  be  with  you  till  we  meet 
again"  and  the  congregation  was  asked  to  join  in  with  the  chorus.  Some 
folks  were  in  tears  as  they  remembered  the  beautiful  blessing  that 
Elder  Brown  gave  us  as  he  stood  on  the  pulpit  with  his  arms  outstretched. 
It  has  been  a  wonderful  month  for  us 


SALISBURY  BRANCH 

Sister  Jean  Schomberg 


T 


1HE  Saints  in  Salisbury  have  been  richly 

blessed  during  the  month  by  a  visit  on 

3rd   April,  from  both  Elder  Hugh  B.  Brown, 

of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve   Apostles,  and 

President  O.  Layton  Alldredge.  We  are  indeed 

grateful  that  it  was  possible  for  Elder  Brown's 

schedule  to  allow  him  time  to  visit  us  here 

in  Salisbury,  and  the  day  will  ever  remain  as 

a    red-letter    one    in    our    lives.     As    many 

members  and  friends  who  could,  gathered  at 

the  airport  to  see  the  plane  touch  down  and 

welcome  our  distinguished  visitors  to  Rhode- 

sian  soil. 

During  the  afternoon  Elder  Brown  was  interviewed  by  the  press,  and 

the  subsequent  report  was   printed  in  the  "Rhodesia  Herald". 

Our  usual  evening  service  was  held  in  the  church  hall  at  which 
members  and  friends  were  addressed  by  these  two  chosen  servants  of 
our  Heavenly  Father.  It  was  indeed  a  spiritual  feast  from  which  all 
might  partake  and  be  filled  with  the  very  bread  of  life.  We  would  have 
very  much  liked  to  hear  from  Sister  Brown  and  Sister  Alldredge  but 
they  were  unable  to  make  the  trip. 


SPRINGS   BRANCH 

Brother  N.  C.  van  Niekerk 

ON  the  19th  March  Relief  Society  took  charge  of 
the  evening  service.  Sister  Ann  Jubber  conducted 
this  service.  The  opening  song,  "Guide  Us,  O  Thou 
Great  Jehova",  was  most  effectively  rendered  by  the 
Relief  Society  choir.  The  theme  was,  "If  You  Live  Up 
to  Your  Privileges  the  Angles  cannot  be  restrained 
from  being  Your  Assiciates".  Brother  Raymond 
Phillips  concluded  by  summing  up  with  a  brief  resume 
of  this  fine  auxiliary  for  the  advancement  of  the 
women  in  the  Church. 

Directly  after  this  service  the  fireside  chat  was  held  at  the  home 
of  President  and  Sister  Hulbert.  The  theme,  "Be  Honest  with  Yourself", 
was  finally  concluded  between  two  teams.  It  was  a  very  nice  fireside  and 
everyone  enjoyed  themselves.  No  fireside  is  complete  without  the  edibles 
which  are  enjoyed  so  much  by  everyone  and  so  we  served  light 
refreshments. 

The  M.I.A.  Convention  was,  of  course,  once  again  the  highlight  of 
the  year,  and  all  are  agreed  that  meeting  Elder  Hugh  B.  Brown  was  a 
humbling  and  uplifting  experience,  because  once  again  it  was  impressed 
upon  each  one  of  us  that  here  was  another  man  who  spoke  truly  with 
the  voice  of  authority,  "Thus  saith  the  Lord."  We  unanimously  pray 
the  Lord's  choicest  blessings  on  Elder  and  Sister  Brown. 
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OUR 
FILES 


Baptisms 


BARSDORF. 
BARSDORF. 


DRUMMOND. 
DRUMMOND, 
DRUMMOND. 


Bulawayo 
BARSDORF.     Hester    Catharina     Susanna 
BARSDORF,    Michael    (Schoeman) 
Ralph     Howard 
Wynand    (Schoeman) 
HARRIS.    Trevor    Hume 

East    London 
LANDMAN.    Eva 
LANDMAN,     Gerhardus    Lourens 
WHITE.    Arthur    Grahame 
WHITE.    Ethne    Fay 

East    Rand 
ALEXANDER.   Carol    Ann 

Mary     Lillian 

Lesley 

Robert    Arthur 

Krugersdorp 
CLOETE.    Dorothea    Johanna 
CLOETE,    Hendrik 
CLOETE.    Rudolf    Hendrik    Johannes 
JENKINS.    Norman    Arthur 
JENKINS.    Rosemary    Blanche 

Pretoria 
ANDREWS,    Edward    Richard   Stuart 
LAIDLAW.    Katherina    Wilhelmina 
LAIDLAW.   Leslie    Andrew 
LAIDLAW,     Louis    ionel 
PORTEOUS.   George   Frederick    Arthur   (Jnr.) 

Raman 
BANTJES.     Martha     Christine 
BANTJES.    Pieter    Andreas    O. 
BASSON.    Susara    Magdelene 
BLOEM.    Muriel    Tvonne 
BLOEM.    Raymond     Harry 
CLARK.    John    Stephen 
COWER,    James    Albert 
HANCKE.    Jan    Johannes 
HANCKE.    Thereas    Ann 
HARRIS.    Valerie    Jean 
JOUBERT.    Cornelius    Abraham 
KORFF.    Christiaan    Hermanus   (Snr.) 
KORFF.    Christiaan    Hermanus   (Jnr.) 
KORFF.    Christina    Johanna 
KORFF.    Hendrik    Johannes    Gerhardus 
KORFF.    Iris   Violet 
MALAN,    May    Florence 
MATTHEWS.    Everald    Blanche 
MATTHEWS,    Lyle    Sherwell 
MVBURGH,    Nicolaas    Hendrik 
PRETORIUS.    Geralda   Elizabeth 
SOUTER.    Martha    Jacoba 
STOCKDALE.     Kathleen    Vendla 
SWANEPOEL.    Douglas    Anthony 
SWANEPOEL,    Marion    Yvonne 
TREGES.    Florence    Winifred 

Out    of    Branch 
BORNMAN.    Cornelius    Johannes 
BORNMAN,    Hendrik    Sollidor 
HUNTINGTON.    Dorothy    Elizabeth 
HUNTINGTON.    Lorraine    Dorothea 


HUNTINGTON.    Robert    Charles 
LAWRENCE.   Aubrey    Colin 
LAWRENCE.    Catherina    Susara    Alida 
VENTER.     Hermina    Christina 
VENTER,    James    Richard 


Blessings 


Bulawayo 
BARSDORF.    Johannes 

Krugersdorp 
BORNMAN.    Hendrik    Sollidor 

East    Rand 
OLIVIER,    Gerthardus   Jacobus    Rudolph 
DRUMMOND,   Robert 

PRETORIA 
SMITH.    Joseph     Fielding 
Raman 
BASSON.    David    Alexander 
BASSON.    Harry    James 
BASSON.    Ivan    Dennis 
BINGE.    Keith    Verdun 
CLARK.    David    James 
MATTHEWS,    Glenda 
MATTHEWS.    Jean 
MATTHEWS.    Lyris 
MATTHEWS.    Shaun 

Salisbury 
TROTTER.    Carolyn    Elizabeth 

Welkom 
BOTHA.    Ruel 

Out     of     Branch 
VENTER.    Dirk    Jacobus    Petrus 
VENTER.  Stoffelina  Susanna 

Ordinations 

Mowbray 
DALLENDER.     Ernest     William 
MACFARLEN.    Bovd    Wallace 
MOOLMAN.    John    Albert 
Pretoria 
PITTENDREIGH.     Henry 

Out    of    Branch 
DOLLER.    Robert 


Births 


BERGE.  Brian  Kelvin,  son  Stanley  and  Lynne 
Berge.     Randfontein.    Tvl.     born    20   1   61. 

WATSON,  Lynne.  daughter.  Robert  and 
Margaret  Watson.  Randfontein.  Tvl..  born 
lf>   1   61 


Deaths 


GAMBLE.     Alfred     Blake.     Port     Elizabeth, 
Cape. 
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ELDER    BACHER,    Ronald    Melvin,    Supervising    Elder    Pretoria,    laboured    in    Kitwe,    Cape 

Town,  Johannesburg,  Pretoria. 
ELDER    BARRUS,    Robert    Dale,    laboured    in    Gwelo,    Benoni,   Johannesburg,    Durban. 
ELDER    BROMLEY,   James   Michael,   Supervising   Elder   West   Rand,    laboured   Johannesburg, 

Salisbury,    Cape   Town. 
ELDER    COX,     Melvin    Lee,    Supervising    Elder    West    Rand,     2nd    Counselor    West    Rand 

laboured  Pretoria,  Cape   I  own,  Johannesburg. 
ELDER    GARCIA,    Visente    Henry,    Travelling    Elder,    laboured    in    Pietermaritzburg.    Durban, 

Pretoria,   Johannesburg,   Carletonville. 
ELDER     JOHNSON,     James     Raymond,    laboured     Durban,     Springs,     Boksburg,     Kimberley. 

Eenoni. 
ELDER     TAGGART,     Lyle    Ray,     Mission     Secretary,     Travelling     Elder,     laboured     Durban. 

Pietermaritzburg,    Pretoria,    Cape    Town,    Johannesburg. 
ELDER    TAYLOR,    Francis  Thomas,    Associate    Editor,    C.S.M.,    Mission    Auxiliary   Secretary, 

Travelling  Elder,   laboured  Germiston,  Bulawayo,   Bellville.  Cape  Town.  Johanne  burg. 
ELDER    VARGA,    Rudolph    Theodore,    laboured    Cape    Town,    Johannesburg,    Orange    Grove, 

Salisbury.   Pretoria. 

ARRIVALS 

ELDER     RONALD     HAVEN     BARLOW,     from     Layton.     Utah,     labouring    in     Kensington, 

Johannesburg. 
ELDER   MERRILL   ARNOLD   BARNEY,   from  Springville,   Utah,   labouring  in  Pretoria,   Tvl. 
ELDER   DIGBY  GIBBON   CHATER,   from   Johannesburg,   labouring   in   East  London. 
ELOER   GEORGE   MICHAEL   HEINECKE,   from   Midvale,    Utah,    labouring   in   Welkom. 
ELDER   CALVIN    CARTER    HUNSAKER,    from   Logan,    Utah,    labouring   in   Welkom. 
ELDER    VERNON    DEAN   KNIGHT,    from    Murray.    Utah,   labouring    in    Pretoria. 
ELDER    ARCHIE    JERALD    MAUGHAN,    from    Wellsville,    Utah,    labouring    in    Hillbrow, 

Johannesburg. 
ELDER    GERALD    GAY   SMITH   JR.,    from    Salt    Lake    City,    Utah,    labouring   in    Melville, 

Johannesburg. 

APPOINTMENTS 


NEWTON,    Sidney 
BYWATER,    Clifford 
ALLEN,    David 
PETERSON,    Richard 
SMITH,   Thomas 
GARRETT,    Henry 
BEVAN,   Paul 
SCOTT,    Glen 
SMITH,   Sidney 


2nd    Counselor    in    the    Mission    Presidency. 

Travelling   Elder 

Travelling   Elder 

Travelling   Elder 

Supervising  Elder  West  Rand 

Supervising  Elder  East  Rand 

Supervising   Elder   Pretoria 

Supervising  Elder   Durban 

Supervising   Elder   Cape 


TRANSFERS 


ALLEN,    David 
BEVAN,   Paul 
CHILD,    Duane 
GARRETT,    Tenry 
KNIGHT,   Davis 
NEWTON,   Sidney 
PAYNE,    Bryce 
PETERSON,    Richard 
REWNOLDS,    Brent 
SCOTT,   Charles 
SCOTT,  Glen 
UMBERGER,    Forrest 


Transferred  from  Boksburg    to    Mission    Home 

Transferred  from  North    Cliff    (JHB)    to    Pretoria 

Transferred  from  East    London    to    Germiston 

Transferred  from  Discovery    to    Brakpan 

Transferred  from  Johannesburg    to    Bulawayo 

Transferred  from  Durban    to    Mission    Home 

Transferred  from  Discovery   to    Carletonville 

Transferred  from  Cape    to    Mission    Home 

Transferred  from  Virginia    to    Carletonville 

Transferred  from  Kempton   Park   to   Johannesburg 

Transferred  from  Carletonville    to    Durban 

Transferred  from  Welkom  to  Cape 
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LEFT  FOR  HOME 


RONALD     MELVIN 

BACHER 

Salt    Lake    City,    Utah 


ROBERT    DALE    BARRUS 
Salt    Lake    City,    Utah 


■40 


fK 


JAMES    MICHAEL 

BROMLEY 

Salt    Lake    City,     Utah 


£ 


MELVIN    LEE    COX 

Salt    Lake    City,    Utah 


VISENTE    HENRY 

GARCIA 

Tooele,    Utah 


JAMES    RAYMOND 

JOHNSON 

Tooele.    Utah 


LYLE    RAY    TAGGART 

Homedale,  Idaho 


FRANCIS      THOMAS 
TAYLOR 

Stockton,    California 


RUDOLPH    THEODORE 
VARGA 

Tucson,   Arizona 
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